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passage quoted above), so as to give the whole

lumbering gait of Dulness.

uDulness with transport eyes the lively

And the very assonance of " Dulness "
and " dunce 5? adds to the effect.
How he suits the texture to the theme, in
the thickness and muffled deadness of
u She sees a mob of metaphors advance.,
Pleased with the madness of the mazy dance/3
and in the softness and shapelessness of
" The mind, in metaphysics at a loss,
May wander in a wilderness of moss,"
and  in the muffled  thick rich  comfort   and
fatness of
" Where, in nice balance, truth with gold she weighs,
And solid pudding against empty praise."
In this couplet there is not one sharp con-
sonant, not one poignant vowel, excepting in
the deep persistent and insistent vowels of
"gold" and "truth." Everything else in
the couplet in question, whether it be in the
alliterative dulled P's, or the unsharp vocables,
or whether it be in the pretendedly un-nice